
Compilation of emails/messages w/ Bp. Donald Hying re: CLI 
 
Here is the original contact with Bishop Hying (as a Board member for CLI): 
 
From: Ken Battis <ken.battis@icloud.com> 
Subject: Inquiry re: Bishop Hying's involvement with Catholic Leadership 
Institute (CLI) 
Date: Jun 13, 2022  
To: Nate.Simmons@madisondiocese.org, communication@madisondiocese.org 
 
Your Excellency Bishop Hying: 

 

Please be assured that I am praying for you personally, as well as for ALL of the leaders of Holy 

Mother Church, from Pope Francis to all of the successors of the Apostles, and beyond.  Please allow 

me a brief introduction, before my inquiry about your involvement with CLI. 

 

As a faithful Catholic who has worked around the abuse scandal in our Church as an attorney and 

insurance professional for more than 30 years now, I am particularly grateful to Bishops who publicly 

defend the faith, even in these tough times.  It is not easy for any of us to be authentically Catholic right 

now.  Thus, I was particularly moved by Archbishop Cordileone's care for not only the salvation of 

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi's soul, but also for the faithful flock scandalized by her actions (and so 

many others professing they are "devout" while decimating the faith or faithful).  Thank you for 

speaking up in support of your brother, Archbishop Cordileone. 

 

The faithful flock is battered often in today's world, especially "inside" The Church.  Here, in my home 

Archdiocese of St. Louis, we are about to be hit with a tsunami.  As a cradle Catholic and native St. 

Louisan, I can see (and sense) the heartbreak already in regard to how the Spotless Bride of Christ is 

being treated.  We know that our "All Things New" initiative will employ the Catholic Leadership 

Institute (CLI) "model."  Pastors and priests here have publicly preached that we will be "just like 

Pittsburgh" with approximately 60% of our parishes shuttered, even though that makes no sense in 

terms of the Archdiocesan finances nor numbers of priests.  No one (and rest assured I have asked my 

own leadership and CLI) will provide us with any real data on CLI's work.  How can it be a 

secret?  They tout 25 years of experience with Dioceses all over the country, and make much of Board 

members such as yourself.  IF they have a method to "measure impact" of how their "Mass attendance" 

and "collections will both increase," why would they keep it a secret.  Those quotes come directly from 

their website.  You would think you would want to shout it from the rooftops, not hide it from faithful 

Catholics simply trying to understand.  A number of years ago an excellent book came out entitled 

"Rebuilt."  Those authors (a priest and his music director) did not hide what they did, what worked, and 

what did not.  Since they touted that they had a "remedy" for the current "malady".........they did not try 

to hide that remedy.  Why is CLI so secretive?? 

 

Your excellency, as I was searching the CLI website once again for information, I was not surprised by 

many of the names appearing on their Board, until I came across yours.  While I am not certain, I 

strongly suspect you are the only Bishop named on their website, who has spoken out in support of 

Archbishop Cordileone (indeed many named have spoken out, but NOT in support).  Surely you are 

more than aware of the continuing abuse crisis (the abuse of power, the abuse of the faithful) in our 
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Church today.  I would think you and I would both agree with Pope St. Paul VI, who correctly stated 

that the "smoke of Satan" has infiltrated Our Church. 

 

I apologize for this longer email/inquiry, as I know you are busy tending your own flock.  Please rest 

assured that you are in my prayers regardless, even as I sincerely hope & pray for the favor of a specific 

reply to this email inquiry.  Surely you are not in support of CLI operating in the shadows as they 

destroy faith, in some dioceses.  IF they are not doing that (because they have "answers" and 

"measurable data" on the successes they have had in Pittsburgh, Cincinnati and other dioceses, and how 

those dioceses are more vibrant, with more attendance, saving more souls, etc.), then surely they would 

be willing to share that "measurable impact" and data with faithful Catholics in St. Louis and 

elsewhere, so that we can better understand, and trust, such them and their methods? 

 

Jesus preached openly in the Temple because he had nothing to hide, nor did his Apostles.  Surely the 

successors of the Apostles believe that they should do the same? that the faithful flock should rightly 

expect just that? 

 

Thank you most sincerely in advance for your consideration of this desperate & prayerful plea!! 

Most Respectfully, 

 

Ken R. Battis 

621 Courageous Lane 

Wentzville, MO 63385 

913-271-1686 (My cell for calls or texts of any kind) 

ken.battis@icloud.com 

 
 
 
AND TO MY SHOCK, he personally called me directly, on June 16th.  Here is my 
follow-up email, after calling back: 
 
From: Ken Battis <ken.battis@icloud.com> 
Subject: Follow-up Inquiry re: Bishop Hying's involvement with Catholic Leadership 
Institute (CLI) 
Date: Jun 18, 2022  
To: "Nate.Simmons@madisondiocese.org" <Nate.Simmons@madisondiocese.org>, 
"communication@madisondiocese.org" <communication@madisondiocese.org> 
 

Your Excellency Bishop Hying: 

 

I cannot thank you enough for your call on Thursday, and very sorry that I missed it.  As you may 

know, I called back shortly after your message, and left a vmail message in Nate's box.  Thank you all 

again for your prayerful consideration of my inquiry. 

 

I truly cannot express both the gratitude (and shock) that I actually got a reply.  Sadly, that is not my 

experience in dealing with the successors of the Apostles, and the self-inflicted wounds in the Body of 
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Christ that is Our Church.  I would greatly appreciate the opportunity to speak with you Bishop, and 

would absolutely set aside any date/time that you might be able to schedule. 

 

But also understanding how busy your schedule is, I would appreciate taking you up on your gracious 

offer to forward my email directly to CLI and its leader(s), for their response.  One would certainly 

hope that they would answer you, IF their goal is truly to help the faith & faithful.  As we know from 

Scripture, one does not light a lamp to hide it under a basket.  Similarly, if such "measurable data" 

exists from their experience on increasing "Mass attendance" and "collections," then I cannot think of 

any reason to hide that from the faithful flock, especially when they are inquiring? 

 

Given what I do (and have done for decades), it is all too easy to slip from skepticism to despair.  Your 

response Bishop Hying has given me hope that I can scarcely believe I am experiencing.  On the eve of 

the Feast of Corpus Christi, in this month of June, I renew my hope in The Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, 

and look forward to further contact(s) as may be appropriate or possible.  I will continu[e] to pray for 

you Bishop Hying, and for my Archbishop His Excellency Archbishop Mitchell Rozanski, and for all 

of the successors of the Apostles leading our Church today!!! 

 

Your true brother in Christ, 

 

Ken R. Battis 

913-271-1686 

ken.battis@icloud.com 

 
 
NO RESPONSE, then emails on June 28 & June 29: 
 
[Sent June 28 to same 2 email addresses] 
Your Excellency Bishop Hying: 

 

On the eve of the Feast of Sts. Peter & Paul, I am reaching out to you once again, as a successor of the 

Apostles.  I do hope to take you up on the gracious offers you made in your call/vmail to me, in 

response to my original June 13 email below.  I continue my prayers for you, for CLI and for all of the 

successors of the Apostles!!  I do hope to hear back from you again. 

God bless, 

 

Ken Battis 

 
 
[Sent June 29 to same 2 email addresses] 
Your Excellency Bishop Hying: 

 

My apologies for sending another email so quickly, but the below excerpt is from an email string that 

was just sent to me, and is TOO PRESSING to ignore.  Clearly many here in the Archdiocese of St. 

Louis are waking up, as are faithful Catholics around the country, Praise be to God !!! 
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There are clearly many who call themselves "devout Catholics"...........but do their actions match their 

words?  Couldn't you, as a Bishop & CLI Board member, find out in just a few minutes of your time, 

by forwarding my email directly to your CLI contacts (as you stated you would), and you could even 

cc: me directly on the email, and ask them to provide the response direct to us both/all. 

 

Sadly, it is becoming apparent that perhaps they would not respond, even to you?  How many of the 

faithful flock are lost, in utter despair as they are betrayed (over and over again), by those in elite 

Catholic leadership positions, who refuse to even allow them an honest answer to honest questions? 

 

May God continue to richly bless you & your Diocese. 

Sincerely, 

 

Ken R. Battis 

 

The whole article: Catholic Leadership Institute to feature Biden campaigner who supports 

compromise on contraception, abortion - LifeSite 

 

  

 
Catholic Leadership Institute to feature 

Biden campaigner who supports c... 

LifeSite 

The Catholic Leadership Institute is praising 

Carolyn Woo for her “faith” despite her 

campaign work for Biden an... 
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THE FINAL EMAIL STRING WITH HIM (concluding on July 18).  Now, more than 90 
days later, still NOTHING WHATSOEVER FROM CLI: 

On Jul 18, 2022, at 8:40 AM, Bishop Donald J. Hying 
<Donald.Hying@madisondiocese.org> wrote: 

 Dear Ken, 

Peace and blessings!  I did forward your concerns to Dan Cellucci at CLI and he told me 
that someone on their team will be responding to you. 

With prayers, 

Bishop Hying 

-------------------------------- 

From: Ken Battis <ken.battis@icloud.com> 
Sent: Monday, July 18, 2022 
To: Bishop Donald J. Hying <Donald.Hying@madisondiocese.org> 
Cc: Nate Simmons <Nate.Simmons@madisondiocese.org> 
Subject: Re: Your email about CLI 

Your Excellency, that is extraordinarily kind of you.  Thank you so much!!  I will continue to pray for 

them, for you & your flock by name, as well as for my own Archbishop, His Excellency Mitchell 

Rozanski!!  God bless, 

-------------------------------------- 

[From Bishop Hying’s personal email address, final response on July 18]:   

Thank you for the prayers. 
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