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March 13, 2023 

 

 

Reverend and Dear Father, 

 

At the recent meeting of priests, you received a copy of the second draft models of the 
Archdiocese strategic pastoral planning process, All Things New. Meetings were held this past 
week to study the feedback that was received concerning those draft models. In most 
circumstances, no alterations were made to the second draft models. Where applicable, pastors 
received an email with a revised proposal of draft models reflecting any changes that were made 
regarding their parish.  These will soon be forwarded to the Archbishop and the Presbyterial 
Council for its required canonical consultation in April. 

 

The most recent draft models only indicate which parishes are being proposed to remain as they 
have been or to share a pastor. These draft models do not propose whether there will be a merger 
or suppression of any parish.  [ie. We MAY still intend to merge/suppress/close parishes RIGHT 
NOW as a part of ATN.  ADDED COMMENTARY by STLCatholics]. Such a determination 
will be made by the Archbishop, after consultation with the Presbyteral council (canon 515 §2). 

 

At this time, your votum, that is, written opinion, is being asked of you regarding the parish of 
which you are pastor, since the pastor represents the parish in all juridic affairs (canon 532). 
Please write your votum according to the following style: 

 

Votum of the Pastor 

 

I, the undersigned, am the Pastor of (name of parish) and have been so since (year of 
appointment). I have been a priest of the (Diocese, Institute, or Society in which you are 
incardinated) for (total number) years. Overall, I have served as a Pastor for (total 
number) years. 

 

(name of parish) was founded in (year).  As a result of the current strategic pastoral 
planning process, it is being proposed that going forward this parish, at a minimum, will 



share a Pastor with (name[s] of other parish[es] with which your parish has been 
associated in the most recent draft model). 

In your votum, you are also asked to provide all of the following (up to 2 pages in length): 

1. Your agreement or disagreement with the proposal that your parish share a pastor with 
one or more parishes and an explanation of your thinking in this regard. 
 

2. Your agreement or disagreement with the specific combination of parishes involving 
yours which have been proposed to share a pastor and an explanation of your thinking in 
this regard. 
 

3. Your thinking regarding the viability of your parish, in terms of the number of 
parishioners (cf., canons 528-529) and the real estate and financial assets to order divine 
worship, provide for the support of the clergy, and exercise works of the sacred 
apostolate and of charity (cf., canon 1254 §2), for the next 10-15 years, and your thinking 
as to whether a merger or suppression among the combination of parishes involving 
yours is warranted. 

 

For clarity, please employ only the following phrases, as needed: “sharing the same pastor,” in 
reference to tow or more parishes having the same pastor; “merging of parishes,” that is, A and B 
unite to form C, only C remains (canon 121), or A is subsumed into B, only B remains (by 
analogy to canon 121); and “suppression of a parish,” that is, A is extinguished and nothing 
remains (canon 123). Please refrain from using the term “pastorate” as it can have various 
meanings. [BOLD emphasis added by STLCatholics]. 

 

Your votum will be included in the dossier concerning your parish which will be forwarded to 
the Archbishop and the Presbyteral Council.  In order to provide the parish dossiers to them in a 
timely manner, it is important that your votum be submitted to the Office of the Metropolitan 
Tribunal (tribunal@archstl.org) by Tuesday, March 21. 

 

If you have any questions regarding this stage of the process please feel free to contact me. 

 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

 

 

Very Reverend Philip Bene, J.C.D. 

Judicial Vicar 


